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BMC’S Builder Driven Eviction of MGP from Grahak Bhavan
quashed by court

BMC’s eviction order Grahak

Panchayat (MGP) as a “trespasser and unauthorised

declaring Mumbai

occupant” in its own “Grahak Bhavan” building has been
set aside by the Principal Judge of the City Civil Court,
Shri Anil Subramanyam by observing that this “action
is seen to be initiated and is in assistance of concerned
developer more than that of MCGM”.

Background: BMC had allotted plot of land admeasuring
5000 sq. ft. to MGP at JVPD scheme in 1985 on lease for
constructing its own building. The building, called “Grahak
Bhavan” was completed by MGP in 1987 and the lease was
thereafter renewed by BMC in 2004 till December 31, 2030.

In the Sucheta
Construction submitted plans for re- development of JVPD
Municipal Market located adjacent to Grahak Bhavan. BMC
approved this re-development proposal on the specific
condition that the plot allotted to MGP would be excluded

from the said re-development. However, considering the

intervening period, a developer

huge benefits that would accrue to the developer by
including Grahak Bhavan plot, the developer managed
to get MGP’s Lease Agreement arbitrarily terminated by
the then Municipal Commissioner Mr Ajoy Mehta in 2016
without any notice to MGP.

When MGP protested against such unilateral termination
of the lease agreement, BMC then issued a Show Cause
Notice to MGP as to why the lease agreement should
not be terminated. The detailed reply by MGP could not
cut ice with BMC. The BMC came out with an excuse that
the Lease renewal upto December 2030 was subject to
approval by the Improvements Committee and that there
is no Improvements Committee approval and hence the
lease has expired by efflux of time in 1996 itself.

The BMC Commissioner, thus reiterated in 2018 his earlier
decision of termination of MGP’s Lease by calling upon
MGP to vacate the premises immediately failing which
MGP would be termed as “Trespasser and Unauthorised
Occupant”under Sec 105 (B) of BMC Act. The Commissioner
also gave MGP an absurd option to continue in the re-
development project by surrendering its status as a
“Lessee” and give a written consent to become the
“Licensee” in the new premises with the same area.
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— Adv. Shirish V. Deshpande, Chairman

MGP’s persistent attempts to persuade the Commissioner
failed and ultimately BMC issued Notice to MGP in 2020
u/s 105 (B) of BMC Act. The Enquiry Officer of BMC
conducted the Enquiry and passed the Order of Eviction
on 04.03.2021. On MGP’s challenging this Order in the
City Civil Court, the matter was remanded back for giving
proper hearing to MGP along with permission to produce
relevant documents.

However, once again the Enquiry Officer issued an Order
of Eviction on 11.04.2023. It is this Eviction Order of the
BMC which is now quashed and set aside by the Principal
Judge of Mumbai City Civil Court.

In his reasoned order the City Civil Court Judge has
observed that the lease cancellation by the BMC
Commissioner without any prior notice was arbitrary and
legally untenable. The Court has noted that the eviction
appeared dictated by the builder and not by public
interest. The Court has also observed that records did
not support BMC’s claim that MGP failed to co-operate in
the re-development process. RTI documents produced by
MGP revealed that MGP’s lease renewal had indeed gone
before the Improvements Committee, contrary to BMC’s
stand. The Court has raised
several questions about
bona fides and mala fides of
BMC and noted that BMC has
failed to provide documents
and proper explanations in

this regard. While parting,

the Court has also referred to
the Bombay High Court’s judgement in June 2024 which
had already held that amenity plots in the JVPD area are
duly conveyed in favour of 14 housing societies way back
in 1960 and further observed that this is casting shadow
on the title of MCGM over said premises which can vitiate
the proceedings at the inception itself.

MGP was represented by Advocates Niranjan Bhadang,
Vrushali Kabre, Pooja Joshi Deshpande and Shirish
Deshpande. In this long drawn legal battle Dr Archan
Sabnis, Sharmila Ranade, Architects Arun Jogalekar,
Praful Shahane and Yomesh Rao also extended their
valuable support.
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Editorial

This is the 47th year of the Grahak Panchayat
Peth. For the past 46 years, except for the Corona
period, this Panchayat Peth has been organised
regularly. This initiative, which supports our
organization to become financially self-reliant, is
organized at about 12 places in a year. After
completing two phases of these Panchayat
Peths, the third phase of this initiative is starting
after the Ganpati Visarjan. Our Panchayat Peth has
definitely created a unique place for itself in the
market by ensuring fair transactions.

There is a proliferation of consumer fairs in
the market. Without following any proper
procedures, these markets are organized with
only advertisements and deceptive discounts.
For this, misleading claims like finding a place in
the ‘Guinness Book’ are made. But the Panchayat
peth organized by Mumbai Grahak Panchayat do
not need these fraudulent claims. The shoppers
here are smart customers and are aware that
they will get value for their money. MGP chooses
the stall holders who ensure this and this tree
of Panchayat peth is flourishing due to the
combination of these two. There are no
fraudulent sales here, no bargaining and there
is an obligation to give a receipt to every customer.
And if any complaint arises, there is a facility for
redressal of the complaint.

On the occasion of this special issue let us take
a look at what has Pancyat peth given to the
society. The Grahak Panchayat is not just an
organization that deals with trading. Basically,
Mumbai grahak panchayat is a leading registered
voluntary consumer organization in the consumer
movement. Every volunteer of this organization
contributes to the best of his/her ability without
expecting any remuneration. Wherever consumers
are taken for a ride or deceived Mumbai grahak
panchayat is always working to protect the
interests of consumers. The volunteers have a
great contribution to the activities that the
organization undertakes. This picture will not be

Shopping festival

-Anuradha Deshpande,
President, Panchayat Peth Committee

il ﬁa
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Presentation on Panchayat Peth at the UNCTAD World Conference

seen by anyone in any other commercial peth. The
work of the organization was recorded by the
United Nations last year. The contribution of peth
to the financial self-reliance of the organization has
been so significant that, this work has been
permanently placed on the United Nations
(UNCTAD) website, which is a matter of rightful
pride for every volunteer.

Today the world is running fast towards digitization.
A simple vegetable vendor or auto ricksha driver
will ask us to pay digitally. Though the picture
looks simple it has many risks. Cyber crimes are
increasing; online frauds have become very
common. when this problem has hit globally
Mumbai Grahak Panchyat is pursuing for the Online
Dispute Redressal (ODR) for addressing consumer
complaints may it be national or international.
Adv. Shirish Deshpande is fighting for consumer
rights on global platform for almost two decades.
His demand for ODR was accepted at the global
level at the UNCTAD conference in July this year.
The entire consumer world should be grateful for
this decision. Our Panchayat Peth is a small model
of fair consumer transactions. Here, consumers are
made aware of their rights. Emphasis is given on
aware shopping. Unfair market practices have no
place here.

On the auspicious occasion of Navratri and Diwali
Panchayat Peth will be organized at Dadar, Thane,
Andheri, Vasai and Borivali. We invite all our smart
consumers to these exhibitions.

Wish you all a very happy Dashera and Diwali.

September 2025 | Mumbai Grahak Panchayat |
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This is the third year of the “Setu Bandha Re!”
initiative. For the past two years, every moment
of organizing this event has reinforced the
thought that there’s still so much work to be
done; this is just the beginning. The idea of
“Setu” (bridge) had been in my mind for years,
but it took a long time to become a realityAs it is
said, everything hsappens when the time is ripel!
That time came two years ago, and the ‘Setu’
initiative was successfully launched. Many

organizations from different parts of
Maharashtra participated. Some run institutions
for slow learner girls providing them with
warmth and care, while others look after
orphaned girls with intellectual disabilities who
were literally abandoned on the streets, taking
care of them with immense love. We connected
with organizations working against the extreme
poverty, ignorance, inadequate medical services,
and malnutrition in tribal areas, empowering
them to become self-reliant. A large number of
these organizations worked for people with

physical, intellectual, and visual disabilities.

As we organize this initiative for the third year,
many new organizations are joining us. The
fundamental concept of this project is to extend
a helping hand to such institutions. This journey
began with the feeling of contributing our small
part to the great work these organizations are
doing. This has also given me the opportunity to
visit some of these organizations, and | was left

speechless.| wholeheartedly salute these people
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- Anuradha Deshpande,
President, Panchayat Peth

Committee
and institutions who strive for the rehabilitation
intellectual

of people with and physical

disabilities, and those who are visually impaired.

These institutions try to make the people they
serve self-reliant. Based on their abilities, they
are given suitable work. Their talents and skills
are recognized, and they are encouraged to
create various products. This is not an easy task.
It requires immense hard work,extreme patience,
and a lot of love. The platform available for
bringing these products to society is limited. The
Mumbai Grahak Panchayat is making a little
effort to provide that platform. All problems
cannot be solved with money alone. While
money is certainly needed to run these
institutions, and many generous individuals and

organizations help them, is it really enough?

Their products may not be perfect, but their
efforts are truly commendable. Our goal is to
empower them with dignity and confidence and
give their products a good platform. “Setu”

¢ . 4 ¢ bl
means a ‘bridge’ or a ‘causeway’.

This “Setu Bandha Re!” initiative is a bridge
between the “haves” and the “have-nots.”

This year, some new organizations are
participating in the “Setu” initiative, along with
some from last year. Here is a brief introduction

to some of the new organizations:
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Paraplegic Foundation

The ‘Sanjeevan Deep’ school for
children with some intellectual
disorder and hearing impairment is
run in Airoli. Mentally challenged
children above the age of 18 are
vocational and

given training

encouraged to make various

products. There are about 61

children from nursery to 10th grade

in the school. These children are given special training.
These hands make many products like baby clothes,
baby blankets, pillows, baby towels, and wrappers. They

await your support.

Savera

‘Maharashtra State Women’s Council’ has a special
project for mentally challanged children. Girls aged 6 to
11 are given vocational training by expert teachers. The
training is mainly in their mother tongue, especially
Marathi and Hindi. You can find various products at
their stall, such as beaded torans, cotton bags, painted

diyas (lamps), dusters, and aprons.

Divyang Pratishthan

This organization’s work is in the
village of Wangani in Amberanth
taluka. The name itself, ‘Divyang’
(a respectful term for people with

disabilities), makes it clear who

L! (

they work for. They have future plans for the rural

community, including organizing = community
weddings, distributing necessary supplies to the
disabled, and building educational hostels. You should

definitely take some time to learn about their work.

Awhan Palak Sangh
This  organization,
based in Dadar,

Mumbai, works with

girlswith intellectual e
disabilities. It’s a huge challenge that Vandanatai Karve
has taken on: to keep these girls constantly engaged by
identifying their abilities and giving them work
accordingly. The girls in the organization make things
like envelopes, beaded necklaces, and painted diyas,

based on their capacity.

Siddharth Samajik Vikas Sanstha
This institution for children with
intellectual disabilities is called
‘Sahas’. It operates in Atit, a
village in Satara district. The
children here have no exposure

to formal schooling and often

cannot even perform daily tasks.
The teachers here take care of them with immense
hard work, teaching them self-reliance and vocational
skills. The children make doormats, handicrafts, lamps,
umbrellas, and ladies’ garment bags, among other

things.

Suhit Jeevan Trust
This organization, located in Pen
in Raigad district, works with

adults with

and children

September 2025 | Mumbai Grahak Panchayat | 5
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intellectual disabilities. Their work covers the Pen and
Alibag areas. Their efforts are focused on both a policy
level, to secure the rights of people with intellectual
disabilities, and at a practical level, to make this group
self-reliant by identifying their skills and having them
create products. They make jute bags, decorative Diwali
lights, candles, artificial flowers, and everything else

needed for Diwali.

Chaitanya Welfare

This social organization, @)

Cchaitanpya’
b

based in Thane, runs various

and health-

SOUAL WELFARE
FOUNDATION

educational
related initiatives. Its work includes distributing
educational materials to needy students and digitizing
rural schools. They do not sell products, but anyone
who wants to lend a helping hand to such causes must

visit them.

Samajbandhan Navanirmiti Project
This project is running in
Sudhagad (Udhhar taluka) in
Raigad district. This area is
predominantly tribal. Even

today, many girls and women

face health issues and have a
lack of awareness about

menstruation. This project focuses on creating
awareness and producing related materials, such as

sanitary pads.

Samarpan Pratishthan
This organization, located in Sanjagram
in the Amravati district, offers a helping

hand to women who have survived

rape and domestic violence, girls
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rescued from human trafficking, orphaned children,
children of farmers who committed suicide, and
disabled and orphaned elderly people. You can also
help this organization, which does extremely difficult
work, by donating goods or money. They are waiting for

your help.

Here is a brief introduction to some of the other new

organizations.

Gharkul

‘Gharkul,” a home for
girls with intellectual
disabilities, is located
in Nashik. This

institution is  run

entirely by women. By
identifying the skills of the girls here, they are
encouraged to create various products. You will find a
wide variety of items at the ‘Gharkul’ stall, including
jackets for women, sky lanterns, diyas, purses, wall

hangings, dohars (a type of blanket), and painted pots.

Other organizations participating in this initiative
‘Vardhishnu (Gatha),’
the

include
which

rehabilitation of children who

works on

collect trash and their parents
by providing vocational training
and creating employment; Dr.
Anand Nadkarni’s Tri-Dal project
of IPH; Kumudben Vora’s School

for Blind Girls; Sagar Patil’s IIG Trust for the visually
impaired; ‘Sobati’; Savera; Anandi Special School; and
‘Aai Day Care’ from Pen. All of these are organizations

for children with intellectual disabilities.



Other organizations participating in this initiative include
‘Swayamsiddha’ from Kolhapur, ‘Paoolwat Foundation’ from a
remote area,‘AraniKalaKendra’'that works for the development
of tribal communities, ‘Deepstambh’ from Jalgaon, and ‘Divya
Vidyalaya’ for blind and intellectually disabled children in

Jawhar.

Some of these organizations make products with the help of
these individuals, while others are active in providing
education, employment, and awareness to this disabled and
deprived community. But their ultimate goal is one and the

same: to make these special, neglected individuals self-reliant.

Society should take notice of and generously support this
initiative. Here you will find beautiful sky lanterns, diyas, cloth
flowers, envelopes for gifting, cloth bags, decorative items
made from discarded coconut shells, towels, handkerchiefs,
panches (a type of towel) made by blind girls, and mats from

old sarees... the list goes on!

When festivals approach, markets are adorned with foreign
goods. Artificial flowers and beaded garlands gleam, and
Chinese sky lanterns dazzle. But there is no affection in them.
This diya of affection and this sky lantern of affection will be
found at the special “Setu” market. All the stalls here are very
innovative. These organizations have come from Amravati,
Kolhapur, Pune, Pen, Raigad, and Bhandara. Many such
institutions need a huge response from you. These institutions,
neglected by society, are waiting for understanding. They don’t
want sympathy; they need many capable hands to help them

become self-reliant and gain self-respect.

Your visit to each stall and your purchases at this market will
be a firm step towards boosting the confidence of these

children and making them self-reliant.

L! C
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Friday 26th to Sunday 28th September 2025

Symphony Banquet Hall, 3rd Floor, Sahar Road, Andheri (E)
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1 9th Sept - 16th Sept 2025  Suryavanshi Hall, Dadar West 8 Days

2 17th Sept - 24th Sept 2025 Kanti Visariya Hall, Navpada, Thane 8 Days

West.

3 25th Sept - 29th Sept 2025 Symphony Banquet Hall, Vijaynagar 5 Days
Society, Sahar Road, Andheri East.

4  26th Sept - 28th Sept 2025 Setu Bandha Re! - Special Peth 3 Days

Symphony Banquet Hall, Vijaynagar
Society, Sahar Road, Andheri East.

5 30th Sept-6th Oct 2025  Ganpatrao Vartak Hall, Near New 7 Days
English School, Vasai (West)

6  7th Oct - 14th Oct 2025 Bhatiawadi Hall, Babhai, Borivali 8 Days
(West)

Grahak Panchayat Peth was held at

Palghar with enthusiasm L e

Grahak Panchayat Peth organized by Mumbai Grahak
Panchayat from 7 th August till 11 th August, 2025 at Lions
Club Hall, Palghar(w) was held with full enthusiasm. MGP’s

senior volunteer and Ex President-Distribution, Palghar
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Vibhag Mr.Vinayak Patil inaugurated this Panchayat Peth
by cutting the ribbon. MGP Treasurer Ravindra
Sahasrabuddhe, Panchayat Peth Volunteer Anagha
Acharekar, Palghar Vibhag Distribution Centre Head



Deepak Bhandari and Karyadhyaksha Palghar Vibhag
Sunanda Todankar were on the dais. The programme

began with lighting the lamp.

Sunanda Todankar welcomed everyone and made
introductory remarks. She explained the objective
behind organizing the Peth. Further she appreciated
the contribution by Palghar Vibhag Volunteers and
Palghar Peth Volunteers. She explicitly mentioned
cooperation by Panchayat Peth Committee and MGP
and profusely thanked them. Sunanda Todankar
felicitated the honorable guests on the dais by offering
them gifts and a sapling. Vibhag Volunteers
complemented the invitees and guests by offering

roses.

Anagha Achrekar (Member, Panchayat Peth) spoke
about objective behind organizing the Peth and
contribution by volunteers in the Vibhag. MGP Treasurer
Ravindra Sahasrabuddhe and Palghar Vibhag
Distribution Centre Head offered best wishes on the
occasion of 9 th Anniversary of Palghar Vibhag.
Madhusudan Joshi read out messages from MGP
Karyadhyaksha Shirish Deshpande, Panchayat Peth
Samiti Pramukh Anuradha Deshpande and Secretary
Anita Khanolkar conveying their best wishes. Vinay Patil

expressed satisfaction for offering a volunteer like him

to inaugurate the Panchayat Peth and thanked the
volunteers for organizing the Peth. In today’s situation,
producers having direct connect with Peth is very
important and useful. In future, if Peth Samiti can think
of putting up a stall for agri products, it will certainly
attract farmers to the Peth. He appealed to everyone to
help grow consumer movement in Palghar. Vibhag
Karyavah Vaishali Raut thanked all participants and

volunteers.

There were 56 stalls selling innovative products. There
was a sale of apprx INR 86 lakhs in the five days in this
Peth. It broke last year’s record. There was a stall ‘Jago
Grahak Jago' set up by volunteers to offer information
on various subjects to the consumers. Two workshops
highlighting protection of environment were held (1)
For painting on cloth bags and (2) Ganesh Idols using
clay. Vinay Patil shouldered the responsibility of
organizing and planning the workshops. Consumers of
all age groups participated leading to huge response.
During 5 days’ hundreds of consumers visited the Peth
and enjoyed purchasing items which were available at

reasonable prices.

The entire programme was effectively compered
by Palghar Vibhag Senior Volunteer Mr. Madhusudan

Joshi.

Important Notice

The Annual General Meeting of the Mumbai Grahak Panchayat for the year 2024-
25 has been scheduled for Sunday, October 26, 2025, at 3:00 PM. The meeting will
be held under the chairmanship of the organization’s President, Dr. Bal Phondke.

A detailed notice of the meeting will be published in the October issue of the

‘Grahak Tituka Melwava’. Please take note and save this date.




