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AR 3 PP AW 3MTed. YRATH AT
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T OueTgd  Wiflae. 3uf@a Afefifid  sprd
HAHIBSYUTH HATd ATl U [k gadig erd

PRIGHTT 31T-¢ Sdel.

AHIHE WIS Helt 813 Abd, Ad 9 3 A,
Jern faa, faveiar aroft &1 AR ST1d, o Hre,
eUT T, BIHIRY AR, 1S Wisk- geda 2. Tt
ATRET STTOTIT QAGTHPIE ¥57as IMET HifTde. o
T Hgd, 3907 @97 araRdl il e, Siemof)
QACHIPT IT AP BT VP R F10T i STe.
PRIGHAT JHaldiel HERTE Jdl Far=AT 37egel
Hrerdl S2rRg i1 PHRIGHTY YRATAS el Wietr=n
TS Wb SO BRiba! sash ames ai-t s
IR giET IR HRA el ‘gl JeT AT 3R Mg
3718 R PIRIHT HPTAT STl

Sopieht 3nfefes R w2f sarRR, FiffAM sgea Fdi4
I ITFEa! it FiPIde. = 3T 9% SdlgRi=n
TR AR Rerd doram Mesas-~ad! At
i e,

Je d UM &, AU BRI ATeebi+l Fapfior
foaR % food! STRAH SUIT 3Yelt ARSI 378,
& B Hdel UIfRsY. RIg37e Ug, i Jiarad JufydiT
faaReieT Uyia A & ol I BRIGHTAT Yo
3R G2 el
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MATTATd ABUT I BRINBI s
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Be a Smarter Consumer in the wake of Influencers

Have you seen a clip that lure you by telling a
story and finally come up with a brand name?
Have you heard a young girl in a cosmetic brand
advert saying “Oh mom, you are my first
influencer”? The potential of visuals and
thoughtfully crafted simple stories is at its best

in various social media platforms.

These reels are professionally made and attract
the unsuspecting viewer who thinks that the
content is truthful and created for the benefit of
people at large. But be aware, it’s a business
model and a new profession in the world of social
media. Look at the mind-boggling turn over and

growth of the influencer business.

From reels to riches - Instagram influencers

Influencer marketing in India is witnessing
exponential growth, with influencers earning an
average monthly income ranging from ¥20,000
to ¥200,000. There are different categories of
influencers - nano to mega. Mega influencers on
Instagram emerge as financial powerhouses,
commanding earnings ranging from 3 to 5 lakhs,

surpassing their YouTube counterparts.

For the common consumer, influencer is defined
as a ‘third party who significantly shapes the
customer's purchasing decision but may never

be accountable for it.

One needs to be aware that digital influence

shapes decisions (w.rtogoods / services/

investments) and therefore

- Vasundhara Deodhar

it is essential for

consumers to differentiate between genuine

recommendations and

paid  promotions,

recognize manipulative marketing tactics, and

engage ethically in online interactions.

Here are some pointers to understand the

sponsored and non-sponsored content - basically

whether the influencer is getting paid or not.

Indicators of Sponsored Content

Presence of hashtags like #Ad, #Sponsored,
#PaidPartnership or  platform disclosure
tools.

Direct mentions of promotional discounts,
referral links, or special codes. « Content
focused on selling a product rather than
personal storytelling.

Consistent brand partnerships with repeated

endorsements.

saigodbole and vaselineindia

Gy | Paid partnership with vaselineindia |

6 saigodbole & Garba with my besties @ @rishhikkka and

@vaselineindia
Join Vaseline’s #BackingTheBackless contest and win a
Vaseline hamper worth 2000! €

How to participate:
- Create a dance reel with the Backing the Backless song.
- Tag a friend who's got your back.

- Use #BackingTheBackless and tag @vaselineindia.

Vaseline #Vaselinelndia #VaselineGlutaHya

Non-Sponsored Content

Non-sponsored content consists of genuine
recommendations that influencers share
based on personal experience, without

receiving compensation.
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e This content reflects an influencer’s true

opinions and preferences rather than brand

agreements.

e To maintain transparency, the Indian
Influencer  Governing  Council (NGC)
encourages influencers to use

#Admiration when posting non-sponsored

endorsements.

Before making a purchasing decision based on
influencer recommendations,
should:

e Check for disclosure: Look for hashtags like

#Ad, #Sponsored,

consumers

#PaidPartnership or
mentions of free products.

+ Analyse the influencer’s language: If the
content feels overly promotional or sales-
driven, it is likely sponsored.

+ Look at past endorsements: If an influencer
frequently switches brands in the same
category, their loyalty may be financially
motivated.

e Evaluate the review depth: Non-sponsored
content tends to provide a balanced
perspective, while sponsored (meaning paid)
content often lacks criticism.

e Research the product independently: Rely on
multiple sources rather than a single

influencer opinion.

One should know that the social media platforms
are flooded with variety of influencer content
and can make tremendous impact on non-
suspecting  consumer

navigating through

different social media posts.

R | TTESH fAGHT AT | IS 0

There are types of the influncers like Fashion &
Beauty Influencers, Fitness & Wellness Influencers,
Finance & Business Influencers, Food & Travel
Influencers,Parenting & Lifestyle Influencers, etc.

In spite of the standards and guidelines, violation
of the same keeps on surfacing. The watch-dog
Advertising Standards Council of India - ASCI -
has a complaints’ management system, through
which the violations are reported to relevant

authorities where ever required.

It will be helpful to know some important data
regarding number of Ads - betting ads - found to
be violating the law.

e 323 Instagram posts that promoted betting
platforms were reported to the Ministry of
Information and Broadcasting for further
scrutiny.

e 225Instagram posts that featured betting
tickers redirecting viewers to offshore
betting platforms were reported to the
Ministry of Information and Broadcasting for
further scrutiny.

« 138digital posts featured influencers
promoting an illegal betting platform, which
were reported to the Ministry of Information
and Broadcasting.

« 50digital ads were escalated to the Ministry
of AYUSH for violating the Drugs and Magic
Remedies Act.

Please spread this as a caution message to all

your near and dear ones. Let us be always alert in

the tricky mesh that the on-line market place is.

(Source: Indian Influencer Governing Council

- iigc.org & ASCl newsletter)



MGP calls for Global Grounding of all Boeing 787 Planes

Soon after the tragic Ahemdabad accident of Air
India flight using Boeing 787 aircraft, British
Airways flight BA - 35 from London to Chennai
on 15 th June 2025 returned back to London,
reportedly due to technical snags. Lufthansa
flight LH- 752 from Frankfurt to Hyderabad on 15
th June 2025 returned to Frankfurt reportedly on
account of "bomb threat". And the latest Air India
flight Al - 314 from Hong Kong to Delhi on 16 th
June 2025 has returned to Hong Kong reportedly

due to technical snags in the aircraft.

Mumbai Grahak Panchayat (MGP) is alarmed with
these three rare incidents of flights returning
back to their base stations. MGP has observed
certain common factors in these three incidents.
Firstly, all these three flights were operating

Boing 787 Dreamliner aircrafts.

Secondly, all these three flights were destined to
land in Indian cities like Chennai, Hyderabad and
Delhi. All these incidents are taking place soon
after the tragic Ahemdabad accident of Air India
flight using Boeing 787 aircraft in which around

263 persons including 242 on board were killed.

As a consumer organisation MGP is extremely
concerned with the passenger safety. Instead of
frequent returning of the flights to their base
stations, it would have been prudent to ground
all Boeing 787 aircrafts worldwide and subject
them to thorough technical inspection. DGCA

and Government of India ought to have done so

- Adv. Shirish V. Deshpande, Chairman

soon after the Ahmedabad tragedy.

Even now DGCA and Government of India would
do well to coordinate with International Civil
Aviation Organization (ICAO) and insiston global
grounding of Boeing 787 Dreamliners for
thorough technical inspection all over the world.
DGCA is duty bound to take consumers into
confidence and explain what were the actual
reasons that prompted mid - air return of British
Airways, Lufthansa and Air India flights in last 2
days which were operating Boeing 787 dreamliner.
Such incidents in the absence of satisfactory
clarification from DGCA, are bound to create
doubts and panic in the minds of travelling
passengers and hence MGP calls upon DGCA to
issue immediate statement explaining the
circumstances in which these three flights
operating Boeing 787 had to return to their base

stations.

MGP also calls upon Air India, which has
reportedly 34 Boeing 787 Dreamliners, to ground
their all 787 dreamliners in the interest of
passenger safety, without waiting for any
directions from DGCA.
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@ Mumbai Grahak Panchayat Q
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asuitelt e smssftes i ST AReT.

& STevH PlcldRfeE Ieliact Igee Tcisl &1 3HRBdl
U% WelfAd 39hH 3R, I Wed 9 AeAs

QR Code B HR1

Theq-T AT AIIUT Bett STd. R
el THT, HI%pISd B,
JieT PlelaRicd Y Tdlgd Igee Talsl (AR TTEH/ A3R B, & R,

Hcis1) HEY § Q2MicilcT ¢ PicTaRfeE Fewd HiHefiel 202

faeneli wEurll el &, Qi 3ifdA BRI 3gen 3ET RReY iR Jerll. ST YUT 3B, TAH
RGO B A i IR F fegd  WARe] 3 I Amdd Ugodl 3 3mRd
TFCIIE I YT Bl AR, 3 & PRIGRIUN W 37TTcT UIShRened.

fauPIT= 37eA8 ATerd 3R], HRIATE Gardl P18 310 HRIGAT



